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WHAT IS THE TRACE CENTER?

The Orelena Hawks Puckett Institute (North Carolina) in collaboration with the Early Childhood Partnerships program of Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh and The UCLID Center at the University of Pittsburgh has been awarded a five-year grant from the US
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs to establish a national center with four regional sites to conduct
evidence-based research on effective early childhood evaluation practices.

WHO ARE THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COLLABORATORS IN TRACE?
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The newly established center, to be known as TRACE Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Assessment: (Tracking, Referral
and Assessment) will unite researchers from the Puckett Institute (Asheville and Morganton, NC) with colleagues at The UCLID
Center at the University of Pittsburgh and Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA), the Institute for Family-Centered

Care (Bethesda, MD), the Family, Infant and Preschool Program (Morganton), and Mission St. Joseph’s Health System. Drs. Carl
J. Dunst and Carol M. Trivette serve as co-directors of the TRACE Center. Stephen J. Bagnato, Professor of Pediatrics &
Psychology and Director of the Early Childhood Partnerships program at UCLID is the director of the Pennsylvania TRACE satellite
and research co-investigator.

WHAT WILL TRACE RESEARCHERS STUDY?

The research grant will enable national researchers to study and promote the use of the most beneficial practices for identifying
and evaluating infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who have or are at-risk for disabilities or delays. They will also determine the
best ways to match young children with disabilities and their families with appropriate supports through inclusive early care and
education, early intervention, and early childhood special education programs

WHAT ARE THE MISSIONS OF THE TRACE CENTER?
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The central mission of the TRACE Center is to support the healthy development of infants and young children with disabilities
through effective early diagnosis, assessment, and intervention. The TRACE Center will conduct evidence-based research on
the use of effective early childhood assessment practices regarding child find, early identification, referral, and eligibility in early
intervention; practical translations of research to influence government policy reform and professional practices will be a major
focus of TRACE. TRACE researchers will collaborate with state and federal government officials to determine how standards and
regulatory policies can enhance the use of effective early childhood assessments to identify young children with special needs
and to better plan their programs and track their progress.



WHAT ARE SOME ECP PUBLICATIONS RELEVANT TO TRACE RESEARCH?
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HOW CAN YOU GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT TRACE?
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Contact Dr. Stephen J. Bagnato, Ed.D. at (412) 692-6520 or steve.bagnato@chp.edu. More detailed explanation of TRACE and its
parent Early Childhood Partnerships program can be gained on the website of The UCLID Center at the University of Pittsburgh,
www.uclid.org. Click on Programs and Projects and then Early Childhood Partnerships and TRACE.



